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"The Coming Debateon SALT" 


- Ry KENNETH H. Bacon .-.._ tration officials assert, the U.S. still retains Others are less diplomatic. ‘The size, +! 
WASHINGTON="Within. a few weeks — an overall military advantage. : "sophistication and rate of, growth. of Soviet +| 

we will have a SALT agreement that will U.S. admirals talk openly of the possi- ” Tnilitary power far exceeds Soviet require-* 

- be the pride of the country.” at bility of losing their ‘slim margin’ of na- — ments for defense,” says the Committee on. 
President Carter made that prediction: val superiority to the Soviets in the 1980s. . the Present Danger, an Influential private ; 

in October 1977. More than a year later, European allies question the- West's ability “group that believes the U.S. is losing its, 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union are still . to repel a Soviet attack on Europe. And military advantage. “The Soviet military: 
trying to reach that new strategic arms.. Pentagon planners worry increasingly “buildup reflects the offensive nature of the, 
limitation treaty. Secretary of State Cyrus _ about the Soviet’s growing ability to airllft - Soviet political and military challenge and: 
and sealift forces quickly over long dis--” the Soviet belief that the use of force re: 
._. tances. Until recently, only the U.S. pos- ‘mains a viable instrument of foreign pol- 
- sessed this ability to project power. ... .. ° icy,” the committee contends. ©: ee 
“The growth of Soviet strategic forces—,..... Driven by their concern that the Soviet: 
to fight ainuclear war—has-5"'military is catching up to the ULS.. many}. 
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_ the treaty will impose. -. 7") 2 Pe 
-+': The Joint Chiets of Staff and ' 
: Congress want a new long-range bomber to+ 
OV1EE. wm: replace the proposed, Bl.plane that Presi-|, 
mong 3.2 3, dent Carter.canceled_ Many Senators plane, 
- to demand as the price of SALT an. admins) 
: TE ap tear mange oten ark istration promise to move forward quickly}: 
fight and a broad pal ate | -.: been particularly ominous, Much of the im- with a new ICBM deployed in a way that! 
ey 0 eos Lert ! provement has taken place:since 1972,.’:, will be less vulnerable to Soviet attack. _»:¥ 
ee ane : : é ex-,". ~when the U.S. and the Soviet Union signed .-“ ynerease » Spending rere 
panding Soviet military might. °-).4/ 0%. 7 ~ the-first strategic arms control. agreement. Beart Se ‘a aaacnaa 
_-> Even if amarms control pactiis ratified =: That agreement limited ‘the- numbers of © his jection campai Ze of cutting 
—and that is far from certain, though the’ missiles each country could: deploy, but it: .. 4 baa endl nP Noe he is favoring det 
Administration thinks it would be after a~ ~~ didn’t restrict measures to make the weap: — rs pares bce pranlpadeeiieess pid el 
long and acrimonious pattle—the debate is ons more devastating, either by improve-" ; eS i. eect uy Se coani elt 
likely to leave many people feeling less se-- ments in accuracy or increases in the num: ~- ne end wighen manding. The! 
cure about U.S. strength, more suspicious ber of warheads each missile could carry.’ = i iy eens he eit ce ck i the! 
of Soviet intentions and. therefore, more”. Both sides have improved their forces =. ise he has promised our-allies or} 
_willing to increase U.S. defense spending. under SALT I—the number of U.S. strate.” settle for a smaller increase to 4 
ULS.Soviet Military Balance - 7..3.°" gic nuclear warheads has grove” to about : = down the federal deficit. .,_“/ 
“ . . ac” g.oo0 from 6,000 in. 1972, while Soviet war- °..: ; ; 
. “¥ don’t believe it possible to consider | bags hava in ed to" 4,000 from 22007" 
edhe ates treaty in isolation from the . over the zanna period: But, overall, the Son 
- general deterioration which. has , taken. ; 44+ cains have been more striking, 


“continue ‘their military” 
‘worth the effort? £°<k.:20R:< 5} 


‘til the mid-’ 808.3 3 
“Asia result’of Soviet “advances, “f 
dent Carter-and’ Mr-'Brown concede: that<;rel 


“tary capabilities mM Hd PaiGlAARBRE 
sidering that thé U.S. held-clear’ military’ lishing itself-as a siobal power,” Secretary 
; Superiority 10, and. even five years'ago, the:'¢} Brown says, But “‘the Soviets may be:less 

See ee ee eee eet “hag heen. dramatic s:< wall-inteantioned than we would wish: them = 


